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What is the water cycle?

i

Water is always moving around the Earth. This process is called the water
cycle. Water can be found on land and up in the clouds. Let’s learn about
the different parts of the water cycle!



Evaporation -

The sun warms water on the earth and turns it into water vapor. Vapor is water
in the form of a clear gas. This process happens when water becomes very hot.
Water vapor travels from the earth into the sky. This is called evaporation.



Condensation

Water vapor cools off when it is in the sky. It turns into tiny droplets of
water. These droplets move together to form clouds. This is called
condensation.



Precipitation

44

More and more water droplets combine until a cloud becomes very heavy. The
cloud is ready to produce rain. Rain falls from the cloud back down to the earth.
This is called precipitation. Sometimes when it is very cold snow will fall!



Runoff

When it rains, lots of water falls back onto the earth. Some of the water is
absorbed and used by grass, trees, and other plants. The rest of the water
falls flows down into lakes, rivers, and ponds. This is called surface runoff.



Who uses water?

Every living thing needs water to survive. Humans, plants, and animals all use
water every day. Water gives us energy and helps us grow and live healthy
lives. Knowing more about the water cycle helps us protects the water on our
planet.



Glossary
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The Warer Cycle
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